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Missions Celebration Weekend 2020

Keynote  Speaker :  Randy  Frye

Randy is the lead pastor of First 
Broad Street United Methodist 
Church in Kingsport, TN. He has 
served as a pastor at Fountain City 
in Knoxville, First Pulaski UMC, 
as a district superintendent in the 
Johnson City area as well as other 
appointments. Randy has been 
a leader in missions in Holston 
Conference for many years, start-
ing Faith Promise giving at Foun-

tain City, serving with the formation and sustaining work with the 
Baltic Methodist Seminary in Estonia, as well as initiating partner-
ships in India and the Czech Republic. Fun fact - Randy married 
Kate and Scott Layer 25 years ago in Kingsport. His personable, 
down home style laced with humor has made him a person able to 
share the gospel of Jesus Christ effectively.

IMPORTANT UPDATES :

1) Rise Against Hunger Meal Packing - Because of COVID, we have 
had to move our meal packing event of 40,000 meals to two events. 
The first will be Saturday, Nov. 14 beginning at 9am where we hope 
to package 15,000 meals. Precautions will be taken including more 
spaced out, packing as family units, and in shifts of 9-11 and 11-1 to 
limit people in the building. More information will be coming. You can 
sign up on our website at centralmethodist.com/missions.  

2) Mission Guest Presentations - One of the highlights is to rub 
shoulders with missionaries, hear the work of the ministries, and ask 
questions. This year, we will hear direct updates from some of our 
mission partners that will be available on our website prior to the 
Missions Sunday.  

Fa i th  Promise  G iv ing  for  Miss ions

At Central, We recognize and accept our role in spreading the gospel 
and love of Jesus Christ across the street and around the world. the Faith 
Promise Missions Budget is funded by money given through the Faith 
Promise gifts made each year during our annual Missions Celebration.

Faith Promise is simply a covenant between God and you, a prom-
ise to trust God to give me ‘extra money’ that I can direct to mis-
sionary causes. In a sense, you are simply making yourself a chan-
nel through which God can send money to missions. You dare to let 
God use your faith and your life to bless others on the mission field.

Faith Promises do not tie to the church budget. This is entirely “ex-
tra” giving. “I have made a pledge to our church which I intend to 
keep, but this is over and above that. I am not taking money away 
from the church budget to give to missions. I am trusting God for 
extra money for missions.”

Faith Promise is very personal. It is not a pledge. On August 23, 
you will be invited to make a faith promise git for missions in the 
2020-2021. You will receive a letter later in August detailing the 
missions we have supported and will support for the coming year 
(July 2020 - June 2021).

You will never be asked for your Faith Promise gift. If you make 
a gift by check or offering envelope and mark it Faith Promise of 
course you will see that amount show up on your giving statement 
as Faith Promise for Missions.

Faith Promise is a means of growing in faith. When you see how 
God works in this venture of faith, you learn to trust Him even more 
in ALL areas of your life.

“...and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in Judea, and in 
Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth” - Acts 1.8

AUGUST 22  -  23 ,  2020

Church, I love and miss each of you.  In the 
midst of this pandemic, I was reminded re-
cently that we are STILL the Church.  The 
mission of Central UMC is “to connect, 
grow, serve and give so that all may know 
God’s love through Jesus Christ.”  We are 
seeking to not only reach people with good 
news, but to help disciple people with this 

good news and serve our community well.
     One of the ways we serve our com-
munity is through our annual Missions Cel-
ebration.  While this year will be different, 
I am confident we will be reminded of who 
we are as we seek to bless the world.  I look 
forward to Rev. Dr. Randy Frye coming to 
preach. I look forward to hearing from our 

mission speakers (see notes below).  I look 
forward to making my faith promise gift for 
missions (see below). 
       Thank you church for your faithfulness 
and being flexible.  God is at work.  It takes 
eyes of faith to see but God is at work! 

- Scott



Central Kids & Students

RALLY SQUAD 
Beg ins  August  2
As our kids and students prepare to return to school, we believe 
they need prayer more than ever. Through the week of August 
2nd, church members are invited to adopt individual kids and 
students to pray over for the 2020/2021 school year. To adopt a 
name, simply email me at evan@centralmethodist.com and ask 
for one. 

CENTRAL KIDS 
Fa l l  K i ckof f  -  August  16th
Starting the morning of August 16th, we will unveil our new Central 
Kids.TV. Each Sunday, we will send out a 30 minute block of inter-
active worship, fun, and teaching!

Month ly  Themes :
• August - Indescribable
• September - Block Party

These videos, along with other special things, will be found on 
our new Central Kids Youtube channel. 

CENTRAL STUDENTS 
Fa l l  K i ckof f  -  August  16th

Centra l  S tudents  Smal l  Groups
As we anticipate steady COVID cases throughout the remainder of 
the year, we will be emphasizing small group activities. If deemed 
safe, we will meet together in socially distant settings each week for 
Bible studies, mission work, and fun events. Our full small group 
schedule will be released on August 9th.

Conf i rmat ion  -  S tar t ing  August  23rd
We will be restarting our Confirmation class virtually on Sunday Au-
gust 23rd. It will be a 16-week class that meets on Zoom from 5:15-
5:45pm Sundays. If your child was attending or would like to start, 
email evan@centralmethodist.com

CENTRAL PARENTS 
Smal l  Group -  S tar t ing  September  2nd
Parenting A New Generation: A Tool for Parents to Understand and Lead Today’s Students (ThinkOrange)
I am very excited to announce we will be hosting a 12-week small group for our parents on Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:30PM. Sign-ups 
open August 19th. 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
August  9  dur ing  8 :45am and 11am serv ices
Continuing in our theme of prayer, we will have our annual 
blessing of the backpacks during our services the morning of 
August 9th. Kids and students will be invited to have their back-
packs with them as they watch the service online and we will 
pray a blessing over them for the 2020/2021 school year.

Central Parents - I want you to know Central has been covering you in prayer over these last few months. We understand you have had to 
make difficult decisions pertaining to your child’s education and your own futures due to COVID-19. We support  each of you and affirm the 
decisions you make for your family.

Second, I want to address our plans for the fall. For the safety of our kids, parents, and servers, Central will continue to emphasize online con-
tent. While this is not preferred, it is the wisest thing as of now. Should we return to normal services and feel things are safe for our children 
and student ministries to resume, we will inform you. 

Below are our plans for Central Kids & Studemts in the fall:



Worship
EMOTIONS:  DEALING WITH YOUR FEELINGS SERIES
Emotions. We all got em. Joy. Anger. Disgust. Sadness. Frustration. Fear. During this season, our emotions can go to extremes in minutes.  
How do we deal with our emotions? During this 5-week series, we will find guidance from scriptures for living life well. 

FINANCIALS
Contributions  
June: $81,955
July: $78,723

UPCOMING MESSAGES
Sunday, August 2
Emotions: Joy

Sunday, August 9
Emotions: Fear

Sunday, August 16
Emotions: Sadness 

Sunday, August 23
Missions Sunday with Keynote Speaker 
Rev. Dr. Randy Frye

Sunday, August 30
Emotions: Anger

Sunday, September 5
Emotions: Love

Faith Promise  
June: $  1,214

Promised 7-1-19 to 6-30-20:  $33,097  |   Received: $30,982

Human Trafficking Livestream Event
SATURDAY,  AUGUST 22  FROM 10AM-1PM 

For more information and to find the livestream event link, please visit centralmethodist.com/umwlive

Sponsored by United Methodist Women of the Tennessee Valley 
and Smoky Mountain Districts 

Featured Speakers Include:
• Natalie Ivey, Director of Community Coalition Against Human Trafficking
• Raising a Voice, local non-profit that works locally with victims
• Blount County Sheriffs Department

IN-PERSON WORSHIP  CLOSED 
THROUGH AUGUST 
Our administrative council voted to keep our in-person worship 
gatherings closed during the month of August in order to keep ev-
eryone safe as numbers rise in our area.  While it is frustrating not 
meeting together, in-person worship is just one facet of ministry 
and we will continue to be a church FOR our community. 

Find us online every Sunday at 8:45am and 11am »

Website: centralmethodist.com/live
Facebook: facebook.com/youarecentral
Vimeo: vimeo.com/youarecentral



Second Harvest Mobile Food Pantry

Dear Mobile Pantry Servants, 

Thank you for your many hours of hard work setting up for Mobile Pantry on Friday, July 31 and distributing food and school supplies on 
Saturday, August 1!

We had 32 servant volunteers on Friday and 47 on Saturday from FFUMC and Central UMC. We were able to work together to 
achieve this ministry in spite of the pandemic! Special thanks to Ashley and Mackenzie Quesenberry for all the planning for an outdoor 
event with PPE supplies.

We were prepared to feed 250 families, which is approximately the number we have served over the last several years. For reasons we 
do not fully understand, we served 124 families yesterday (211 adults, 248 children, 90 seniors). We handed out 249 school supply 
kits. Those who received supplies were very grateful. One recipient wrote, “Thank you for what you are doing to help out in these troubled 
times!”

In addition to our partnership with Central UMC and Second Harvest, we were blessed with a $1,000 food grant from Bishops Storehouse, 
an outreach ministry of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. United Healthcare provided a $500 grant to underwrite the cost 
of groceries from Second Harvest. Compassion Ministries, Inc. which operates out of Cornerstone Church near FFUMC, provided bread, 
produce and extra soup for the food giveaway. Compassion Ministries will deliver the extra groceries from our Mobile Pantry to a Mobile 
Pantry in Anderson County in August. We feel blessed to have so many partners in this time of great need.

Many thanks and God bless you all!

Laura Derr

A MESSAGE FROM LAURA DERR


