
Central Contributions
 Oct NOv  Dec  
cONtributiONs  $79,038 $100,644 $111,706
Faith Promise  $  1,225 $    4,530 $    1,634
Promised 7-1-20 to 6-30-21   $  33,424    Received $  28,424
2020 Contribution Statements were mailed out last week.
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Message from Pastor Scott

Like you, I have been watching the political landscape and been praying for a unifying of our country.  One of the things that stood out 
from the inauguration is that all of us must work together to rebuild our country from the devastation COVID-19 has done.  

In one of recent devotionals, I read through the book of Nehemiah. This book is about the rebuilding of the wall around the city of Je-
rusalem. In chapter 3, it highlights how they rebuilt.  The rebuilt by families. Each family took responsibility for the part of the wall that 
near their home.  Some families did smaller sections and some families took on more responsibility.

As our country and church recover and rebuild from Covid, we will need to employ a similar strategy.  Take personal responsibility and 
initiative.  Start with where you are. You can’t fix everything but you can do something.  When you face opposition, reply like Nehemiah, 
“I am carrying on a great work and cannot come down. (Neh 6:3)”.   Let us come together as the body of Christ to be a light of the world.
Scott

Ash Wednesday: Hope in the Darkness • Wednesday February 17 at 6:30 pm 

Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent where we confront our own mortality and confess our sin before God within the community 
of faith.  We have been living in a season of darkness. For this year’s service, we will seek to emphasize hope in the midst of darkness. 

Instead of ashes this year, we are focusing on the phrase, “Earth to earth”.  Therefore, we will have individual bags of earth that will be 
used as part of the service.  If you will be participating online, you can pick them up on Sunday Feb 14th or on Feb 15-17 from 9-1pm at 
the church.  If you will be in-person, these will be provided for you when you come in.

Health Team Update
Central’s health team meets every two weeks to evaluate current reality with Covid and to make decisions on gathering.  At the time of 
this writing, we anticipate we will be opening for in-person small groups beginning February 1.

For a current full list off these groups, Click Here 

Health team members include Rick Harvey, Jim Kern, Audrey Madigan, Dan McCammon, Scott Layer, Jake Platfoot, Joyce Sayers, 
Sharon Yarbrough.

W O R S H I P  •  F e b R u A R y

During this time of disorientation, we have had to change the 
way we meet, the way we worship, the way to do ministry.  
Some are wondering how this pandemic is shaping the church.  
We need to rediscover who we are as the people of God. 
 
We are in a 7 week series called The Story of Us: Rediscover-
ing Who We are as the People of God. The Story of Us is told 
with seven words: Creation, Catastrophe, Covenant, Commu-
nity, Crown, Christ, and Church. Each week we will unpack 
each word and its application in our lives.

If you missed a week, you can catch up on our podcast or watch 
the service on our youtube page. 

Podcast: Click Here 

YouTube: Click Here

upcoming Messages
Febuary 7: The Story of Us: Crown 
February 14: The Story of Us: Christ  
February 21: The Story of Us: Church 
February 28: Habits: Who Before Do

beginning Feb 28...
Habits: Small disciplines. Big results.
Change isn’t easy, but it isn’t impossible, either. Your future 
self is a result of the decisions you make each day. In this five-
part series, we’ll see how a few small habits can change how 
you see yourself today and can transform you into the person 
you want to be tomorrow. 

February Virtual Small Group Offerings

encounter the spirit
Led by Audrey Madigan on Zoom
Wednesday, Feb. 24 to Apr. 1 at 10 am. 
An $18.95 guidebook will be needed

A seven-week small group study aimed at helping 
you realize the treasure of a deep relationship 
with God, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Too many of us have no idea the Holy Spirit, the third part of the 
Trinity, loves us and desires to draw us into the heart of God. 
The Holy Spirit is our inheritance as followers of Jesus. However, 
to access the power and fullness of this gift is a choice. What if you 
could tap into that power? What if you could walk in confidence 
and pray with authority? Wouldn’t you like to know how to hear 
the voice of God and how to read the Bible so it becomes a Living 
Word for you? Wouldn’t you benefit from a deeper, more intimate 
connection with Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? Plan to join this 
group to discover all the Holy Spirit wants to offer you.

sacred conversations on race
Via Zoom  
Four Tuesday Nights in February
(Feb 2, 9, 16,23) 7pm - 8:30pm  
Leader: Conversations on Race Group
from Holston Conference.

If you would like to think about race issues 
in light of our Christian faith, check out this 4 session zoom 
conference led by the Conversations of Peace at the Holtson 
Conference. 

Overview of sessions: Click Here  

To Register: Click Here

Starts

Sunday

February 28th

http://www.centralmethodist.com/winter2021
https://centralumc.podbean.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEaB2i1qYNmPrjpX1N5KCIQ 
https://www.holston.org/event/14286502?month=1&year=2021&day=1&display=l
https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/ConversationsonRaceTVsessions 
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shout Out: Let ‘em Know You’re thankful!
God was kind to us even when we didn’t deserve it. Because of His love for us, we can 
be kind to everyone. Kindness is a fruit of the Spirit. And when you show kindness to 
others, you give them a glimpse into the heart of God, and how much God loves them. 
Kindness should be a characteristic of people who follow Jesus. Not only did Jesus 
model kindness, but He also commanded it. He taught us to treat others the way we 
want to be treated.

if you had to choose one of the most important aspect
of our lives, relationships would be near the top.
Relationships are the threads that hold lives together. Yet as we all know, 
there are no perfect relationships. When we live life with or spend time with 
other people, we will inevitably get hurt. How do we deal with being wronged 
by others when it’s so difficult to address and the damage is so real? Good 
thing Jesus had a ton to say about this.

In our “Jesus and Forgiveness” we will see what real forgiveness looks like, 
why our own forgiveness is tied to how we forgive others, and how forgiveness dramatically impacts the lives of the forgiver and 
the forgiven.

Central Kids

Central Students

central Kids Newsletter
We are excited to introduce our new monthly 
Central Kids e-Newsletter! Stay up-to-date on 
the events and plans for Central Kids by sign-
ing up to receive our newsletter at the beginning of every month! 
Email Evan (evan@centralmethodist.com) to get on the list! 

central students Newsletter
Our monthly Central Students e-Newsletter 
is back! We have lots planned this year and 
our newsletter is the most effective way to 
stay in the loop! Email Evan (evan@centralmethodist.com) to 
sign-up.

Lent boxes - Going out the week of February 14th
For Lent this year, we will be celebrating in a similar way to how 
we celebrated Christmas with our Adventure Boxes. We will have 
new and exciting things to do as a family in our Lent Boxes for 
you to do at home! 

Lent boxes - Going out the week of February 14th
For Lent this year, we will be celebrating in a similar way to how 
we celebrated Christmas with our Adventure Boxes. We will have 
new and exciting things to do as a family in our Lent Boxes for 
you to do at home! We will have boxes geared toward students 
with age-appropriate things to enjoy!

Central Conversations Podcasts
We are launching a 5 week video and audio podcast of Central 
Conversations.  This podcast will talk to interesting people who 
will help us with issues we face in life.  

The first podcast is called Overcoming Anxiety and Stress with 
professional counselor and podcaster Julie Richards from Co-
lumbus Ohio.  The second is called Finding Humor and Joy, an 
interview with speaker, comedian and worship leader Beth Green 
from Maryville Tn.  

These podcasts will be available on Wednesdays on our Youtube 
channel, our Central podcast, and facebook page.  Week 1 begins January 27.  Check it out and share it if you find it helpful. 

F e b R u A R y  b I R T H D A y S

Lois Macklin
Aiden Layer
Peter Butman
Bill Reynolds
Mary Kate Abercrombie
Chris Mathews
Cailyn Olson
Joel Malone
Kit Sexton

1
2
3
4
5
5
5
6
8

Jordan Alexandra Gresham
Gerald Augustus
Amanda Hensley
Liz Angle
Ella Morton
Patricia Grayson
Susan Deakin 
Phyllis Greene 

Alicia Baldwin 
Shirley Buse 
Andrea Masvidal 
Dianne Kelley 
Buddy Pratt 
Neal Jones 
Bettye Malone 
Abby McCurry 

John Duncan 
Brent Abercrombie 
Charlie Womac 
Max Layer 
Shannon Forrester 
Lance Duff 
Jack Beck 
DeAnn Ingram 

9
10
10
12
12
13
14
14

15
19
19
20
21
22
22
22

22
24
24
24
25
25
26
28

Non-Perishable Food Needed
•  Canned Sweet Potatoes
•  Stove Top Stuffing
•  Cranberry Sauce
•  Canned Ham (smallest size)
•  Canned fruit in juice,
 not light or heavy syrup
•  Canned Vegetables,
 with no or low-sodium
•  Low Sodium Soups*
•  Canned Tuna in Water
•  Canned Chicken

•  Brown Rice
•  Whole Grain Pasta
•  Pasta Sauce*
•  Cooking Oil (Small Bottle)
•  Applesauce, unsweetened*
•  Canned tomatoes*
•  Chicken, Beef and Vegetable
 Broth and Stock*
•  Dry Cereals
•  Mac and Cheese
•  Flour (1lb Package)

•  Sugar (1lb package)
•  Salt (Single Serving Packages)
•  Canned Beans*
•  Dry Beans
•  Grocery Bags - new or reusable
 (as long as they are clean)

* No cans larger than 14-15 oz., please:

No FOOD ACCEPTED WITH “USE BY”
DATES THAT HAVE EXPIRED.

Showing Some Love For east Knoxville 
Each January, our United Methodist Women have led the way in a food drive for Good Samaritan to help hungry folks in Loudon County.  
After finding out Good Samaritan is in a good position right now with food, we became aware of a church in East Knoxville (Lemmon-
Senney UMC) that began a new food ministry to reach out to their local area with the love of Jesus.  Each 2nd and 4th Tuesday, they are 
offering food, hygiene, and other items.  

We invite you on Sunday Feb 7 and 14 as well as during the week (9am-1pm) to drop off items at the church to help them with their 
outreach ministry.  This not only supports our UMC connection; it also supports our African American brothers and sisters in Christ.  If 
you would rather make a monetary donation for this ministry, please identify it on your contribution.


