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RETURNING WITH JOY
Pastor  Scot t  Layer

“When they said, “Let’s go to the house of God,” my heart leaped for 
joy. And now we’re here, O Jerusalem, inside Jerusalem’s walls!”  - 
Psalm 122:1. Msg

How I am looking forward to June 21, 2020!!! It is the day when we 
are first able to assemble physically together in the building for wor-
ship. I have missed you. I have missed looking into your eyes. I have 
missed hearing your voices. I have missed seeing your smiles. I have 
missed seeing your families. I have missed you.

I realize I will not see all of you back right away. That is ok. Every-
body’s situation is different and we are committed to online ministry 
moving forward. When you do come back, we will be here ready for 
when you arrive. Worship will be different when we gather but it will 
be good to be together. 

I want to thank our staff and lay leadership for their leadership over 
these many months. I especially want to thank our Tech Team who has 
done an amazing job each week keeping us connected!!! We could not 
have done it without them.

2020 has not started out in any way we had expected.  COVID-19.  
Economic Hardship. Race Relations. We have no idea what the rest 
of the year will bring.  Paul says in Acts 17:26-27, “from one man he 
made all nations … and he marked out their appointed times in his-
tory… God did this so that why would seek him and perhaps reach out 
for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us.”  

Bottom line. It is not by accident that we are living in this time in 
history, in this place, with these people. God has a purpose for us 
being here and his purpose is to glorify him. Therefore Central, keep 
pursuing Christ and keep being the church! Let Christ find us faithful 
in this corner of his kingdom!

c e nt ra l m e t h o d i s t . c o m /r e o p e n i n g



SHOUT OUT TO THE TECH TEAM

Dan, Caleb, and Shelly run the software during the service, which includes slides for 
songs, hymns and sermons. Dan has also been integral in helping to upgrade technology 
and rebuild the choir risers.

The team has such a great love for what they do. They are dependable. They assist 
in making our services flow. Especially during the lockdown and pandemic, they 

have been so critical in bringing God’s word into the homes of our church members. 
- Aaron Barnes, Director of Technical Services -

Anna and Dakota manage the live stream. They select cam-
era angles, integrate cameras with the screens to show words 
and slides, and set picture-in-picture options when needed.

Debbie inputs all lyr-
ics for songs, hymns, 
Lord’s prayer, and 
pretty much anything 
that gets put on the 
screens during the 
service. She does this 
during the week lead-
ing up to the service.

Neal and Aaron produce the band’s sound, as well as man-
age microphones during the service. They prepare the wor-
ship team for the service on Sunday mornings. 

As the Director of Technical Services, Aaron manages all 
technology used during the services on Sunday mornings, 
but also schedules the team for Sunday mornings. In ad-
dition, he works with Jayme and Scott on technology up-
grades and needs. 

When we begin live streaming the services in January 2019, we had no idea that how es-
sential video streaming would be in our future. We are so thankful for the Tech Team and 
all they do to provide an avenue for so many to connect with God and grow in their spiri-
tual life.We are thankful for each one of them, and especially to their leader Aaron Barnes. 
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MEET 
THE

TECH 
TEAM

NEW SMALL 
GROUPS

Begins June 17 at 9:00am 
(Zoom) or 6:30pm (in-person)

If you would like to join a small group, 
please email the church office at 
cumc@centralmethodist.com

EPIC  OF EDEN:  RUTH
With Janine Bateson and 
Libby McCammon

Set in the midst of one of the most corrupt 
eras of Israelite history, Ruth is a story 
about three compelling characters. Naomi 
is an elderly widow who has lot every-
thing and returns to her homeland empty 
and bitter hoping simply to survive. Ruth 
is Naomi’s young daughter-in-law, also a 
widow, and a foreigner, who at great per-
sonal cost refuses to let Naomi face the 
future alone. Boaz is the local patriarch—
a man of wealth and influence who in this 
epic tale is given the opportunity to do the 
right thing, even though the right thing 
might not be the obvious thing.

In The Epic of Eden: Ruth, Dr. Sandra 
Richter makes each of these characters 
come alive. Participants in this study—
young and old, men and women, churched 
and unchurched—will be challenged as 
they see themselves in these characters 
and find themselves faced with many of 
the same questions and challenges. Here 
is real life, lived out by real people with 
real fears, real struggles, real hope, and 
real faith.

Workbook is $15



Missions Celebration Weekend 2020

Keynote  Speaker :  Randy  Frye
Randy is the lead pastor of First Broad Street United Methodist 
Church in Kingsport, TN. He has served as a pastor at Fountain City 
in Knoxville, First Pulaski UMC, as a district superintendent in the 
Johnson City area as well as other appointments. Randy has been a 
leader in missions in Holston Conference for many years, starting 
Faith Promise giving at Fountain City, serving with the formation and 
sustaining work with the Baltic Methodist Seminary in Estonia, as 
well as initiating partnerships in India and the Czech Republic. Fun 
fact - Randy married Kate and Scott Layer 25 years ago in Kingsport. 
His personable, down home style laced with humor has made him a 
person able to share the gospel of Jesus Christ effectively.

Rise  Aga inst  Hunger
Rise Against Hunger is an international hunger relief organization 
that distributes food and life-changing aid to the world’s most vul-
nerable, mobilizing the necessary resources to end hunger by 2030. 

The Rise Against Hunger Experience provides a fun, educational 
way for groups to literally lend a hand to people in critical aid need 
across the globe. RAH combines an assembly line process with an 
educational experience to not only make a huge impact worldwide, 
but to touch the lives of those in the group.

ZIMBABWE BUCKETS
During May and June, Central collected supplies for 45 buck-
ets filled with food that are on the way to Zimbabwe! Way to 
go Central!  

Missions Weekend Schedule
SATURDAY,  AUGUST 22

9:15 - 11:30am
Pack 40,176 Meals with Rise Against Hunger 
Located in the Worship Center and Pavilion 
Sign up online at centralmethodist.com/missions 

SUNDAY,  AUGUST 23
8:45 and 11:00am  
Worship with Keynote Speaker Rev. Dr. Randy Frye / 
Faith Promise Giving for Missions 

10:00am   
Mission Speakers During Sunday School - 
Mission Partners We Support
Session 1: 10:00-10:20am
Session 2:  10:25-10:45am
Classroom locations TBD 

8:30am - 12:30pm
Shop the World Store will be open
Located in the Gathering Area 

Central Students & Kids
We are excited to gather again as a church in the month of June! This is 
a huge step in moving toward a full return to normal church activities! 
But we do want to make you aware of what things will look like for the 
our children and student ministries during this time.

Centra l  K ids  and Centra l  Nursery  »  JUNE
Central Kids and Central Nursery will not meet for the time being. 
This is to help us maintain social distancing and preserve the health of 
all our families. During our Sunday morning services, we will offer a 
few “Wiggle Rooms” for children older than 2 years who struggle to 
wear masks in our services. These are first come, first serve and will 
be thoroughly sanitized.

We will have summer fun buckets available for families to take home 
following our June 21st service! If you will not be attending, let us 
know and we will make sure you receive one!

AUGUST 22  -  23 ,  2020



SUMMER PLAYLIST  SERIES
Too often, faith and culture are separated, especially in the church. During this 5-week series, you will hear and read the lyrics to a secular 
song and see how God may be communication through it to us. In addition, these songs will be played live in worship during both services 
by members of our church.

UPCOMING 
AT CENTRAL
Saturday, August 1
Second Harvest Mobile Food Pantry at First 
Farragut UMC
Serve: cumc@centralmethodist.com

Sunday, August 2   
Blessing of the Backpacks

Saturday, August 22  at 9:15am
Rise Against Hunger Meal Packing
Sign up: centralmethodist.com/missions

FINANCIALS
Contributions  
March: $86,854  
April: $74,847  
May: $68,866

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OUR GRADUATES! 

UPCOMING MESSAGES
Sunday, June 21
Reset: Finding Your New Normal - Empowered 

Sunday, June 28 
Reset: Finding Your New Normal - Fresh Expressions of Disciple-
making with Special Guest, District Superintendent Rev. Ann Robins

Sunday, July 5
Summer Playlist: Blessings by Laura Story 

Sunday, July 12
Summer Playlist: Ring of Fire by Johnny Cash

Sunday, July 19
Summer Playlist: This is Me from The Greatest Showman

Sunday, July 26
Summer Playlist: Changed by Justin Bieber

Faith Promise  
March: $  1,168  
April: $  1,122  
May: $  1,214

College
Nicole Thompson
Cole Weber
Wes Good
Brent Henderson
Max Layer

High School
Juliana Eberting
John Robert Dyer
Robby Borders
Daniel Duckworth
Erin Duff
Olivia Henderson

Sasha Hill
Madison Kingrea
Reagan Loveday
Skylar Williams

Promised 7-1-19 to 6-30-20:  $33,097  |   Received: $29,768

Centra l  S tudents  »  JUNE
Central Students will continue to meet virtually on Zoom and Instagram during the 
month of June.

Centra l  K ids  »  JULY
With and cancelation of camps and VBS we want to provide our families with a week 
of fun at home! In the month of July, Central will provide families with Camp Kits that 
have games, activities, and lessons for the whole family to enjoy! Be on the lookout 
for these!

Centra l  S tudents  »  JUNE 
We are excited to announce our Socially Distant Summer! Throughout July, Central 
Students small groups will begin gathering again for mission activities and fun events 
on Wednesday evenings! Be on the lookout for our event lists!



College
Nicole Thompson
Cole Weber
Wes Good
Brent Henderson
Max Layer

WHAT TO EXPECT 

Please remember to keep a 6 foot distance.  Only family

units may sit together during services. Children will sit

with their families.  No handshakes or hugs, please.

As you enter the building, there will be greeters who will

record your attendance.  Please enter through the main

doors by the gathering area and exit out the side door of

the worship center by the parking lot.

For those with vulnerable health conditions, cannot wear

a mask, or feel uncomfortable attending, you can watch

the livestreams at 8:45am and 11am from home.  

Anyone entering the church will be required to wear a

mask (age over 2). If you do not have one, one will be

provided to you.

There will be no physical children’s or youth ministry at

this time. Children and youth must sit with their families.


